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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 205659 

FOR AMBASSADOR YOUNG FROM MAYNES 

E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS: PORG. RQ, AS 

SUBJECT: PUERTO RICO: LETTER TO MANLEY 
REF: LAGOS 9856 

1 . AS YOU WILL SEE FROM REFTEL, EASUM SEEMS TO HAVE 

MADE SOME HEADWAY WITH CUBAN FOREIGN MINISTER ON PUERTO 
RICO ISSUE. WE REMAIN CONCERNED ABOUT OUTCOME OF 
COMMITTEE OF 24 ACTION ON CUBAN RESOLUTION IN VIEW OF 
IMPACT THIS COULD HAVE ON PANAMA CANAL TREATIES. WE 
ARE THEREFORE PLANNING TO APPROACH KEY LATIN AMERICAN 
COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE SOME INFLUENCE ON CUBA WITH REQUEST 
THAT THEY WEIGH IN AND URGE CUBA TO SETTLE FOR CONSENSUS 
STATEMENT IN COMMITTEE OF 24 AND NO GA DISCUSSION OF 
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ISSUE THIS YEAR. 

2. AS MANLEY IS ONE OF THOSE TO WHOM CASTRO LISTENS, 

WE SUGGEST A LETTER FROM YOU TO HIM. FOLLOWING UP ON 
YOUR TRIP, BEFORE COMMITTEE RECONVENES ON SEPTEMBER 1 
URGING HIM TO DISCUSS MATTER WITH CUBANS. SUGGESTED 
TEXT FOLLOWS: 
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BEGIN TEXT: 

"I KNOW FROM OUR DISCUSSIONS IN KINGSTON THAT YOU 
SHARE MY BELIEF THAT APPROVAL OF THE PANAMA CANAL 
TREATIES CAN BE A WATERSHED IN OUR RELATIONS WITH 
ALL OF LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARRIBBEAN. AS YOU KNOW, 
WE FACE AN UPHILL FIGHT IN THE SENATE. PRESIDENT CARTER 
HAS MADE RATIFICATION OF THE TREATIES A TOP PRIORITY 
AND WE ARE DOING ALL WE CAN TO PREVENT EXTRANEOUS 
ISSUES FROM GETTING INVOLVED IN THE DEBATE. 

"WHILE IAMAICA IS NOT A MEMBER OF THE UN COMMITTEE 
ON DECOLONIZATION, YOU HAVE PROBABLY FOLLOWED THE 
DISCUSSION OF THE PUERTO RICO ISSUE GOING ON THERE. 

WE HAD HOPED THAT AGAIN THIS YEAR THE COMMITTEE 
WOULD CONTENT ITSELF WITH A CONSENSUS STATEMENT 
BY THE CHAIRMAN WHICH WOULD NOT PREJUDGE EITHER 
OUR POSITION OR THE POSITION OF THOSE PRESSING UN 
JURISDICTION OVER PUERTO RICO. THIS HOPE IS SHARED 
BY MANY COMMITTEE MEMBERS. 

"UNFORTUNATELY, CUBA IS PRESSING FOR A COMMITTEE 
RESOLUTION WHICH WOULD BE TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE TO 
US, AND WOULD OFFEND PUBLIC AND CONGRESSIONAL OPIN ON 
IN THIS COUNTRY. THE TIMING OF SUCH A MOVE COULDN'T 
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BE WORSE, COMING AS IT DOES AT THE TIME WE ARE OPENING 
INTEREST SECTIONS IN HAVANA AND WASHINGTON AND AS THE 
DEBATE ON THE PANAMA CANAL TREATIES BEGINS. 

"WE HAVE SPOKEN TO THE CUBANS AND URGED THEM NOT TO 
PRESS THEIR RESOLUTION THIS YEAR. WE THINK THERE IS 
SOME HOPE THAT OUR REPRESENTATIONS AND THOSE OF 
OTHERS WHO WANT TO AVOID CONFRONTATION ON THIS ISSUE 
MAY PREVAIL. BUT I WOULD ASK YOU, IN VIEW OF YOUR 
GOOD RELATIONS WITH CUBA AND THE INTEREST YOU SHARE 
IN SEEING THE PANAMA CANAL ISSUE RESOLVED, TO ADD 
YOUR VOICE TO OURS IN AN EFFORT TO PREVENT A 
CONFRONTATIONAL DISPUTE OVER PUERTO RICO. 

"WITH WARMEST PERSONAL REGARDS," 

END TEXT. VANCE 
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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 205659 

FOR MR HALLMAN PLEASE PASS DEP ASST SECRETARY DALLEY 

FOLLOWING TELEGRAM FROM SECSTATE WASHDC DATED AUGUST 27, 1977 
SENT PRETORIA INF USUN NEW YORK, KINGSTON IS REPEATED TO 
YOU: QUOTE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 205659 
FOR AMBASSADOR YOUNG FROM MAYNES 
E.O. 11652:GDS 
TAGS: PORG, RQ, AS 

SUBJECT: PUERTO RICO: LETTER TO MANLEY 
REF: LAGOS 9856 

1 . AS YOU WILL SEE FROM REFTEL, EASUM SEEMS TO HAVE 
MADE SOME HEADWAY WITH CUBAN FOREIGN MINISTER ON PUERTO 
RICO ISSUE. WE REMAIN CONCERNED ABOUT OUTCOME OF 
COMMITTEE OF 24 ACTION ON CUBAN RESOLUTION IN VIEW OF 
IMPACT THIS COULD HAVE ON PANAMA CANAL TREATIES. WE 
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ARE THEREFORE PLANNING TO APPROACH KEY LATIN AMERICAN 
COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE SOME INFLUENCE ON CUBA WITH REQUEST 
THAT THEY WEIGH IN AND URGE CUBA TO SETTLE FOR CONSENSUS 
STATEMENT IN COMMITTEE OF 24 AND NO GA DISCUSSION OF 
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ISSUE THIS YEAR. 

2. AS MANLEY IS ONE OF THOSE TO WHOM CASTRO LISTENS, 

WE SUGGEST A LETTER FROM YOU TO HIM, FOLLOWING UP ON 
YOUR TRIP, BEFORE COMMITTEE RECONVENES ON SEPTEMBER 1 
URGING HIM TO DISCUSS MATTER WITH CUBANS. SUGGESTED 
TEXT FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

"I KNOW FROM OUR DISCUSSIONS IN KINGSTON THAT YOU 
SHARE MY BELIEF THAT APPROVAL OF THE PANAMA CANAL 
TREATIES CAN BE A WATERSHED IN OUR RELATIONS WITH 
ALL OF LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARRIBBEAN. AS YOU KNOW. 
WE FACE AN UPHILL FIGHT IN THE SENATE. PRESIDENT CARTER 
HAS MADE RATIFICATION OF THE TREATIES A TOP PRIORITY 
AND WE ARE DOING ALL WE CAN TO PREVENT EXTRANEOUS 
ISSUES FROM GETTING INVOLVED IN THE DEBATE. 

"WHILE JAMAICA IS NOT A MEMBER OF THE UN COMMITTEE 
ON DECOLONIZATION. YOU HAVE PROBABLY FOLLOWED THE 
DISCUSSION OF THE PUERTO RICO ISSUE GOING ON THERE. 

WE HAD HOPED THAT AGAIN THIS YEAR THE COMMITTEE 
WOULD CONTENT ITSELF WITH A CONSENSUS STATEMENT 
BY THE CHAIRMAN WHICH WOULD NOT PREJUDGE EITHER 
OUR POSITION OR THE POSITION OF THOSE PRESSING UN 
JURISDICTION OVER PUERTO RICO. THIS HOPE IS SHARED 
BY MANY COMMITTEE MEMBERS. 
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"UNFORTUNATELY, CUBA IS PRESSING FOR A COMMITTEE 
RESOLUTION WHICH WOULD BE TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE TO 
US, AND WOULD OFFEND PUBLIC AND CONGRESSIONAL OPIN ON 
IN THIS COUNTRY. THE TIMING OF SUCH A MOVE COULDN'T 
BE WORSE, COMING AS IT DOES AT THE TIME WE ARE OPENING 
INTEREST SECTIONS IN HAVANA AND WASHINGTON AND AS THE 
DEBATE ON THE PANAMA CANAL TREATIES BEGINS. 

"WE HAVE SPOKEN TO THE CUBANS AND URGED THEM NOT TO 
PRESS THEIR RESOLUTION THIS YEAR. WE THINK THERE IS 
SOME HOPE THAT OUR REPRESENTATIONS AND THOSE OF 
OTHERS WHO WANT TO AVOID CONFRONTATION ON THIS ISSUE 
MAY PREVAIL. BUT I WOULD ASK YOU, IN VIEW OF YOUR 
GOOD RELATIONS WITH CUBA AND THE INTEREST YOU SHARE 
IN SEEING THE PANAMA CANAL ISSUE RESOLVED, TO ADD 
YOUR VOICE TO OURS IN AN EFFORT TO PREVENT A 
CONFRONTATIONAL DISPUTE OVER PUERTO RICO. 

"WITH WARMEST PERSONAL REGARDS," 
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END TEXT. VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 205659 
ORIGIN 10-14 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO /025 R 
66011 

DRAFTED BY IO/UNP:DSCHIELE/ATP 
APPROVED BY IO:PBUNGE 

---122119 310153Z/75 

0 310055Z AUG 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY NAIROBI IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 205659 

FOL RPT STATE 205659 ACTION BUENOS AIRES 30 AUG 77 QUOTE 
CONFIDENTIAL STATE 205659 

FOR MR HALLMAN PLEASE PASS DEP ASST SECRETARY DALLEY 

FOLLOWING TELEGRAM FROM SECSTATE WASHDC DATED AUGUST 27, 1977 
SENT PRETORIA INF USUN NEW YORK, KINGSTON IS REPEATED TO 
YOU: QUOTE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 205659 
FOR AMBASSADOR YOUNG FROM MAYNES 
E.O. 11652:GDS 
TAGS: PORG. RQ, AS 

SUBJECT: PUERTO RICO: LETTER TO MANLEY 
REF: LAGOS 9856 

1 . AS YOU WILL SEE FROM REFTEL, EASUM SEEMS TO HAVE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


PAGE 02 STATE 205659 

MADE SOME HEADWAY WITH CUBAN FOREIGN MINISTER ON PUERTO 
RICO ISSUE. WE REMAIN CONCERNED ABOUT OUTCOME OF 
COMMITTEE OF 24 ACTION ON CUBAN RESOLUTION IN VIEW OF 
IMPACT THIS COULD HAVE ON PANAMA CANAL TREATIES. WE 
ARE THEREFORE PLANNING TO APPROACH KEY LATIN AMERICAN 
COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE SOME INFLUENCE ON CUBA WITH REQUEST 
THAT THEY WEIGH IN AND URGE CUBA TO SETTLE FOR CONSENSUS 
STATEMENT IN COMMITTEE OF 24 AND NO GA DISCUSSION OF 
ISSUE THIS YEAR. 

2. AS MANLEY IS ONE OF THOSE TO WHOM CASTRO LISTENS, 

WE SUGGEST A LETTER FROM YOU TO HIM. FOLLOWING UP ON 
YOUR TRIP. BEFORE COMMITTEE RECONVENES ON SEPTEMBER 1 
URGING HIM TO DISCUSS MATTER WITH CUBANS. SUGGESTED 
TEXT FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

M I KNOW FROM OUR DISCUSSIONS IN KINGSTON THAT YOU 
SHARE MY BELIEF THAT APPROVAL OF THE PANAMA CANAL 
TREATIES CAN BE A WATERSHED IN OUR RELATIONS WITH 
ALL OF LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARRIBBEAN. AS YOU KNOW. 

WE FACE AN UPHILL FIGHT IN THE SENATE. PRESIDENT CARTER 
HAS MADE RATIFICATION OF THE TREATIES A TOP PRIORITY 
AND WE ARE DOING ALL WE CAN TO PREVENT EXTRANEOUS 
ISSUES FROM GETTING INVOLVED IN THE DEBATE. 

"WHILE JAMAICA IS NOT A MEMBER OF THE UN COMMITTEE 
ON DECOLONIZATION, YOU HAVE PROBABLY FOLLOWED THE 
DISCUSSION OF THE PUERTO RICO ISSUE GOING ON THERE. 

WE HAD HOPED THAT AGAIN THIS YEAR THE COMMITTEE 
WOULD CONTENT ITSELF WITH A CONSENSUS STATEMENT 
BY THE CHAIRMAN WHICH WOULD NOT PREJUDGE EITHER 
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OUR POSITION OR THE POSITION OF THOSE PRESSING UN 
JURISDICTION OVER PUERTO RICO. THIS HOPE IS SHARED 
BY MANY COMMITTEE MEMBERS. 

"UNFORTUNATELY, CUBA IS PRESSING FOR A COMMITTEE 
RESOLUTION WHICH WOULD BE TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE TO 
US, AND WOULD OFFEND PUBLIC AND CONGRESSIONAL OPIN ON 
IN THIS COUNTRY. THE TIMING OF SUCH A MOVE COULDN'T 
BE WORSE, COMING AS IT DOES AT THE TIME WE ARE OPENING 
INTEREST SECTIONS IN HAVANA AND WASHINGTON AND AS THE 
DEBATE ON THE PANAMA CANAL TREATIES BEGINS. 
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"WE HAVE SPOKEN TO THE CUBANS AND URGED THEM NOT TO 
PRESS THEIR RESOLUTION THIS YEAR. WE THINK THERE IS 
SOME HOPE THAT OUR REPRESENTATIONS AND THOSE OF 
OTHERS WHO WANT TO AVOID CONFRONTATION ON THIS ISSUE 
MAY PREVAIL. BUT I WOULD ASK YOU, IN VIEW OF YOUR 
GOOD RELATIONS WITH CUBA AND THE INTEREST YOU SHARE 
IN SEEING THE PANAMA CANAL ISSUE RESOLVED, TO ADD 
YOUR VOICE TO OURS IN AN EFFORT TO PREVENT A 
CONFRONTATIONAL DISPUTE OVER PUERTO RICO. 

"WITH WARMEST PERSONAL REGARDS," 

END TEXT. VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 

UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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